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Cambodian Royal Dances To Be Performed At CMA 

CLEVELAND — The Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) will present The Sublime Art of Cambodian 
Royal Dances on Friday. Feb. 16, 2001 at 7:30 p.m. in Gartner Auditorium. Making their Cleveland 
debut as part of the museum's VIVA! Festival of Performing Arts, this ensemble of female dancers uses 
elaborate, gold-trimmed costumes and highly stylized movements to relate Ideas, stories, or myths. 
Limited tickets remain at $26 and $22. Call 1-888-CMA-0033 or buy online at www.clevelandartorg . 

Led by recent MacArthur Fellow Sam Ang-Sam — a Cambodian-born ethnomusicologist, 
author, and recording artist — the dancers are accompanied by a vocalist and an ensemble of musicians 
playing wind and percussion instruments. The vocalist sings a story while dancers perform the graceful 
and sensuous gestures that are hallmarks of Cambodian, or Khmer, court dances. Dances performed will 
be Robaim Buong Suong (Spirit Invocation Dance), which asks deceased ancestors and masters for good 
health, happiness, and prosperity; Robaim Tep Monorom (Happiness of the God Dance), the most 
popular dance in the court repertoire; Robaim Monosanhchetana (Expression of Sentiment Dance), a 
new piece choreographed in the 1980s; and Robaim Mani Mekhala (Mani Mekhala Dance), which 
depicts the victory of chastity and innocence over the powers of darkness. 

Dancers featured in the performance will include Chan Moly Sam, Devi Yim, and Sovanny 
Chun, noted masters of classical Cambodian dance. They are joined by Bonnary Lek, Masady Mani, and 
Thyda Chhuan. Musicians performing will include Ngek Chum, a renowned multi-instrumentalist and 
former child prodigy; and Ka Klay, master drummer and vocalist. 

Khmer composers and their compositions are not usually known. Traditionally, pieces are not 
written down, but passed on orally from master to pupils. Embellishment or ornamentation is an 
important feature of Khmer music. Unlike Western music, Cambodian music is mostly performed in 
conjunction with dance and theater, spirit worship, and weddings and funerals. Rarely is music intended 
for listening purposes only. 

During the rule of the Khmer Rouge (1975-79), 90 percent of Cambodia’s artists were killed, and 
the survivors were deeply traumatized. Since 1979, Cambodian performing artists have struggled with 
the slow and difficult reconstruction of their arts traditions in Cambodia and the United States. Master 
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artists and their apprentices supported by sponsors in Cambodia and abroad have collaborated to recover 
the Cambodian heritage. The ensemble performing at CMA is associated with one such organization, the 
Cambodian Network Council (CNC), a national organization devoted to the preservation of Cambodia's 
cultural and artistic heritage. They provide professional performances by nationally and internationally 
renowned Cambodian artists, dancers, and musicians. 

Performance Added 

The next performance in the VIVA! series is The Whirling Dervishes of Damascus. Due to the sellout 
of their Mar. 9 show, a second performance has been scheduled for Saturday, Mar. 10 at 7:30 p.m. in 
CMA’s Gartner Auditorium. Tickets are available at $28 and $24. Advance purchase is strongly 
recommended by calling 1-888-CMA-0033 or buying online at www.clevelandart.org . 

For more information on CMA and its events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit 
www.clevelandart.org . 

### 


Page 2 of 2 



